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were all for a more thorough-going democracy and
were expressed in such slogans as " Self-government
by the effective organized units," " Syndicalist
Federalism/5 " Government by Councils/' or " Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat." It is a fact that in the
army, at any rate, such slogans have almost ceased
to be heard even in private conversation, and that
even the qualification " of a new type/' attached
to the conception of a democratic republic, is now
usually dropped. A cursory glance at the country's
recent history will go some way to explain this
fairly drastic change in the feelings of the masses.
When in 1931 the King fled the country, the
situation that ensued bore not the least resemblance
to a socialist revolution. What occurred was
merely the collapse of a feudal regime which had
gone entirely bankrupt and had foundered on the
shoals of its own rottenness. Bolstered up by the
Church, Feudalism had maintained itself longer in
Spain than anywhere else in Europe. It had been
successful in acting as a complete brake to progress ;
neither industry nor agriculture was able to develop.
The country's mineral resources had fallen into
foreign hands, and it was no accident that an
autonomous movement grew stronger every day
among the middle classes in Catalonia and the
Ba&que country, the two economically most
developed portions of the country. At long last